February 15, 1999 


A name to look out for is Brock Lesnar, a junior at the University of Minnesota who is currently 
ranked No. 2 in the nation as a heavyweight wrestler, has been one of the most talked about 
wrestlers in the country this season. Lesnar competed recently in the National Dual Meet 
championships and pinned every opponent in the first round while compiling the best record of 
all the heavyweights. He was compared because of his overpowering physique to Alexander 
Karelin. Dan Gable, when doing the TV announcing of the dual meet, remarked that Lesnar 
looks like a good prospect for the WWF 


April 17, 2000 


Brock Lesnar of the University of Minnesota, who the WWF has expressed interest in, captured 
the NCAA heavyweight championship in St. Louis a few weeks back (winning his championship 
match 3-2 in double overtime). At the tournament when he was asked about his future and said 
he was definitely not going to play football and said pro wrestling was a good possibility. Lesnar 
was recommended to us about two years ago (at the time his nickname was "The Rock,") as 
someone with a great pro wrestling look and great athletic ability (actually the same person who 
told me about him told me in 1981 after the NCAA tournament about a guy with great pro 
wrestling potential named Steve "Dr Death" Williams). You can never predict how a great 
amateur will do as a pro because they are so entirely different worlds and a lot depends on the 
drive of the athlete to leave his ego at the door and entirely change his way of thinking, but there 
are many great amateurs and everyone knows the top names on the list that have gone on to 
become legendary pros. Lesnar said he wasn't going to compete this month at the U.S. 
freestyle nationals because at the end of the season he was burned out. Lesnar scored three 
pins his five tournament wins. 


May 8, 2000 


WWF has talked with Brock Lesnar, the current NCAA heavyweight champion who has a great 
look for wrestling as he's 6-3, 265, with a tremendous physique and looks like the blond haired 
version of Steve Austin, but only larger. Both WWF and WCW have expressed interest in him as 
he met with Bischoff and Russo. Since the meeting, he spoke with both Gerald Brisco and Kurt 
Angle and indicated to them he was leaning toward WWF. If he signs, and he has a meeting 
next week in Stamford, CT, he would start with Ohio Valley Wrestling, as his assistant coach at 
University of Minnesota and former training partner Shelton Benjamin is already in Louisville. 
Benjamin is said to have a great attitude toward pro wrestling, although he has yet to appear on 
television yet. They are also looking at potentially bringing in a third wrestler from the same 
college team. 


May 22, 2000 


WWF met with NCAA heavyweight champion Brock Lesnar again on 5/11. Lesnar has already 
started training with Brad Rheingans in Minnesota and people are raving about his quickness in 


the ring for a guy of his size. Verne Gagne showed up at at least one of his workouts. Word is 
that athletically and looks-wise he's got it but the personality is a question mark. Right now it 
appears WWF is the favorite, since they've already got his assistant coach in college, Shelton 
Benjamin, training in Louisville, where he'd be starting, and are also interested in another 
wrestler from the University of Minnesota team. New Japan is also in the hunt. WCW has met 
with him as well but appear to be the extreme darkhorses. 


May 29, 2000 


Sports Illustrated for Kids ran a sidebar asking various athletes whether they considered pro 
wrestling as fake. An interesting quote, considering he's training right now for pro wrestling and 
has had offers from the three biggest wrestling companies in the world came from Brock Lesnar, 
who said he left that pro wrestling was degrading to amateur wrestling because of all the 
dedication and hard work that the amateurs put into their sport. 


June 12, 2000 


WWF: NCAA heavyweight champion Brock Lesnar of Minnesota has not signed, but there have 
been verbal agreements to many points of a deal. Lesnar was recruited by WWF, WCW and 
New Japan. If signed, it is believed Lesnar would start his career with Ohio Valley Wrestling. 


June 19, 2000 


WWE: NCAA heavyweight champion Brock Lesnar signed on Thursday a developmental deal 
and will start with Ohio Valley Wrestling during the latter part of the summer. He's currently 
training with Brad Rheingans in Minnesota and had commitments to doing wrestling camps in 
the early summer. Lesnar will make the third NCAA heavyweight champion under contract to 
the WWF, the others being Kurt Angle and Sylvester Terkey (The Collector in Ohio Valley). 


June 26, 2000 


A funny thing in the latest magazines is they had photos when Inoki went to Minneapolis to meet 
with Jesse Ventura. He also went to Brad Rheingans' training camp where both Don Frye and 


Brock Lesnar were training and in photos showed Inoki on top in a dominant position pinning 
Lesnar. Knowing Inoki, | thought that was hilarious. 
July 3, 2000 


The New York Times on 6/25 ran a feature on Brock Lesnar signing with the WWF. It said that 
Lesnar will report for pro wrestling training on 8/1 for Ohio Valley Wrestling (he had already 
committed to numerous amateur wrestling summer camps before signing with the WWF on 6/8). 
Jim Ross in the article said they have no plans to rush Lesnar but said they hoped to have him 
on the WWF roster within one year (which would be rushing things as people who progress at 
the pace of Kurt Angle are huge exceptions to the rule). The article credited Gerald Brisco, who 


in the 1960s when he attended Oklahoma State University was the roommate of J Robinson, 
the current University of Minnesota wrestling coach (another U of Minn. wrestler, Shelton 
Benjamin, is already training in Louisville), with being the key in getting him to sign with the 
WWF. The story said that Lesnar turned down offers from WCW and All Japan (actually it was 
New Japan). Lesnar, according to the story, was not a standout in either football or high school 
wrestling. He's 270 pounds with nine percent bodyfat according to the story and sort of 
resembles Dolph Lundgren. After high school, at Bismark State College in North Dakota, had a 
53-3 record and won the national Junior College heavyweight championship in 1998, which got 
him the scholarship to Minnesota where he took second in the nation behind eventual world 
champion Stephen Neal in 1999. His record at Minnesota over the two years was 55-3. 


July 10, 2000 


The WWF's signing of Brock Lesnar, who just captured the NCAA heavyweight title at the 
University of Minnesota, brings up the long list of former NCAA wrestling champions that have 
gone onto pro wrestling. Lesnar becomes the third former NCAA heavyweight champion under 
contract to the WWF, the others being Kurt Angle and Sylvester Terkey, the latter of whom has 
a developmental deal and is wrestling in Ohio Valley as The Collector. However, he is the first 
NCAA heavyweight champion, or for that matter, champion in any weight class, to come right 
out of college into pro wrestling since Chris Taylor did so with far greater fanfare in 1973. Within 
the amateur wrestling community, he was the first top star since Steve Williams in the early 80s 
(who actually started as a pro wrestler during the summer while still attending and playing 
football at the University of Oklahoma) where it was believed throughout the amateur circles that 
he was tailor made to someday wind up in pro wrestling. With offers coming also from WCW 
and New Japan, Lesnar was probably the most recruited athlete to come into pro wrestling 
since Ken Shamrock had offers from the same three companies as well as UFC when UFC 
failed to pick up the option on his contract in early 1997. Dennis Rodman was actually the 
subject of a bidding war to speak, where WWF wanted to use him at a Wrestlemania to give a 
celebrity rub to Goldust, but WCW outbid and brought him in to give the rub to Hulk Hogan and 
the NWO, but that was for a one-shot appearance, although the money figures were large. 
Coming out of the 1996 Olympics, since Bruce Baumgartner had made it clear he wasn't 
interested in pro wrestling, the two wrestlers most recruited were Angle, who immediately turned 
down a lucrative WWF offer because at the time he wasn't interested in pro wrestling, which 
most in amateur wrestling look down upon because of the thought of the theatrics and the 
mentality of it being "fixed" and the belief it gives their very real and very tough sport a negative 
stigma with the general public, and Matt Ghaffari, the Greco-roman superheavyweight silver 
medalist. Ghaffari had offers from both WWF and WCW but after a WWF tryout and WCW look, 
chose to continue in amateur wrestling to attempt to make the 2000 Olympic team, a quest that 
he failed at on 6/24 in Dallas. Mark Henry, the superheavyweight weightlifter, who didn't place in 
the Olympics, had already signed a ten-year contract with the WWF and it was well known he 
was going into pro wrestling with a major push (which hasn't panned out) before the Olympics 
had taken place.... Lesnar has the right look and clearly has the physical skills, but whether he 
can put that together in the ring, or project his personality, is the question that will make or break 
him. 


August 21, 2000 


2000 NCAA heavyweight champion Brock Lesnar became the third former NCAA champion 
(with Kurt Angle and Sylvester "Collector" Terkey) to debut under the auspices of the WWF on 
8/13 at the Ohio Valley Wrestling show in Louisville before 60 fans. Lesnar, who had only been 
in camp less than two weeks before being put in the ring, which is awfully fast for someone 
under Jim Cornette tutelage (Kurt Angle actually debuted under Dory Funk's tutelage after just 
one week of training) and was said to look very good in his debut against B.J. Payne. He had a 
nice chain of moves into a hip toss. Was described as very quick and agile for a guy as big as 
he is, but at four minutes, looked noticeably blown up in the ring. He also threw a very high 
dropkick, sold well, and had lots of presence and charisma in the ring, and using a similar finish 
as Angle. Lesnar's parents and grandparents were at the show. Lesnar is expected to start 
appearing on the OVW TV show within the next week or so, which is amazing in and of itself 
because Cornette usually doesn't allow anyone on TV until they are ready to be put on TV, and 
the WWF hasn't pressured Cornette to rush anyone, even a much. 

hyped prospect. 


October 16, 2000 


Although he has yet to wrestle on television, they started to do videos in OVW to introduce 
Brock Lesnar, perhaps to start with a natural program with Collector (1993 NCAA champ) and 
their first angle aired on 9/30 as Lesnar saved Shelton Benjamin (his former coach, who, barring 
injury, is going to turn into an excellent worker when he gets more experience) from Collector. 
Lesnar was lacking (remember, this is day one) in facials but looks like a powerhouse. 


October 23, 2000 


Brock Lesnar made his television debut at the OVW tapings on 10/11 in a tag team with Shelton 
Benjamin beating Sean Casey & Chris Michaels. At the 10/13 OVW major show at the 
Louisville Gardens, they put Lesnar (2000 NCAA champ) against Collector (1993 NCAA champ) 
in what was billed as a shootfight, with Collector being DQ'd for throwing him over the top rope. 
Match wasn't said to be very good, but what can you really expect. 


February 12, 2001 


Ross Report from this past week and some comments on the various items. Called Sheldon 
Benjamin and Brock Lesnar close to can't miss prospects, noting Lesnar, at 304 pounds, did a 
shooting star press. I'd agree on Benjamin. Lesnar certainly has the body and athletic ability and 
he'll probably make it but | don't know if I'd go so far to call him can't miss. 


March 12, 2001 


Some OVW notes. Brock Lesnar is showing improvements but he and Sheldon Benjamin, who 
Jim Ross talks about so much in his Ross Report, are still far from ready for prime time. 
Benjamin is the closest thing to a sure thing to make it... There is talk at some point, maybe in a 
year, of introducing Lesnar & Benjamin and perhaps Eric Angle if he makes it, as a group with 
Angle. 


April 9, 2001 


Brock Lesnar appeared on Wrestling Observer Live on 3/29 talking about his background. 
Lesnar was approached first during his junior year by Gerald Brisco and Ross, which was about 
the time a lot of people started talking about him, because of his physique, as a potential pro 
wrestler. He also had offers from WCW through Bischoff and New Japan through Brad 
Rheingans and Inoki. He didn't want to work in Japan, although he told a story about doing a 
60-minute sparring session with Inoki and marvelling at his conditioning for his age. He said at 
one point a few years ago he was interested in UFC after meeting Ken and Frank Shamrock, 
but he had never considered it a viable option over the last few years because the money 
wasn't good enough. He said if he hadn't have won the NCAA title in 2000, he would have 
continued in amateur wrestling and gone for the Olympics and nationals because he would still 
have a goal to reach. He said winning the NCAA title accomplished his goal of winning a 
national championship and he knew after winning it that he would never wrestle amateur again. 
He really praised the training system WWF has in Louisville. 


June 11, 2001 


Some OVW notes. Lesnar & Benjamin are developing charisma and now get much stronger 
crowd response. Ross actually talked of them like they could be one of the all-time great tag 
teams like the Briscos, Funks or Andersons many years down the line. WWF brought them to 
the Raw in Minneapolis, since both were college wrestling stars at the University of Minnesota. 
Ventura came out to manage them in a dark match win over Scotty Zappa & Marcus Maximus 
(area indie worker Magnum Maximus). That was probably a good local publicity stunt to give 
them a rub since everything Ventura does gets publicity in the Twin Cities. Lesnar always gets a 
huge pop for the shooting star press finisher, but wearing Golden Gophers colors and with 
Ventura out there, this got far better than your typical dark match reactions. Numerous members 
of The University of Minnesota wrestling team, which captured the 2001 NCAA team 
championship, were at the show, which is an interesting twist because most college wrestling 
coaches hate pro wrestling. Of course, Gophers coach J Robinson has known Gerald Brisco of 
the WWF going back to them being college teammates in the 60s at Oklahoma State. Benjamin 
was one of Robinson's assistant coaches through the 2000 season until leaving to sign with the 
WWF. 


July 16, 2001 


Brock Lesnar attended the U.S. Team trials in Cincinnati on 6/22 and 6/23, but not as a 
competitor as he retired from amateur after winning the NCAA's in 2000. Although amateurs like 


to down the pro game, in Wrestling International Newsmagazine, Lesnar said about pro 
wrestling, "It is a lot harder than | expected it to be. It is more demanding on my body than all 
my 19 years of amateur wrestling put together. If you don't know how to land right or do a move 
in the correct way, you are putting yourself and your oppponent's life in danger." He also said 
he's very disappointed at some of the negative comments he's gotten from amateur wrestling 
people about signing with the WWF. "I fell victim o the amateur people saying, ‘Don't watch 
professional wrestling because it is fake and not real.’ I've been trying to get amateur wrestlers 
like Shelton Benjamin and myself to make a difference somehow in both and professional and 
amateur world. 


August 20, 2001 


Lots of injury notes from the Ross Report. Brock Lesnar suffered a PCL tear that doesn't need 
surgery. Apparently his injury came on 8/3 while doing a show at the Kentucky Kingdom 
amusement park, he was outside the ring and slipped on a water spot and his knee tore. He'll 
be out doing rehab for the next several weeks. 


October 8, 2001 


Some Ross Report notes for this week. They are hopeful Lesnar can garner some media 
publicity in the Twin Cities since he was NCAA champion at the University of Minnesota and if 
they had their way, they'd like Jesse Ventura to come to the ring with him as he did once before 
at a TV dark match in Minneapolis. Lesnar would likely work dark matches at the TV tapings 
both of those weeks. 


October 22, 2001 


Some Ross Report notes for the week. Praised Brock Lesnar's outings last week and said he 
could be brought up as early as the spring. Lesnar will probably be brought in to work more 
house shows when tours are geographically near Louisville. They did the same with Angle for 
months before introducing him as a TV character. 


October 29, 2001 


Don't know why | find this so funny, but Gunn pinned Lesnar in a dark match at the Raw 
tapings. Granted, at this point Gunn is far superior as a performer and is on the roster while 
Lesnar is a developmental talent. | guess since wins and losses mean nothing, it doesn't matter, 
but | think the beginning of the sentence spells out the problem right there 


November 12, 2001 
Jim Ross met with Jim Cornette, Les Thatcher and Danny Davis for four hours on 10/29 in 


Louisville before Raw about the developmental talent. There was a strong feeling not to rush 
Lesnar out there, because he isn't ready. The Goldberg push was talked about, but the feeling 


was, after that, his weaknesses due to lack of full understanding of the business (he was never 
a fan growing up so he really only has one year even studying and watching) would work 
against him. Lesnar's developmental contract is significantly higher than most, because there 
was serious interest from both WCW and New Japan at the time he made it clear he wasn't 
going any farther in amateur after winning the NCAA title and was looking to go pro. Because of 
that, there is that innate pressure to get him to the big show faster to justify the deal 


November 19, 2001 


There is no firm decision regarding Brock Lesnar right now. There is definitely a movement to 
bring him to television shortly as a way to justify his huge contract, but people have warned 
against it. Unless he's protected, and the WWF hasn't done a good job of that with anyone of 
late, he'll be exposed as not being ready 


January 21, 2002 


From Dallas at Raw, Lesnar got a bloody mouth from a forearm from Randy Orton in a dark 
match. Match said to be very good. Lesnar used the old Scott Steiner/Dan Kroffat firemans 
carry forward roll as a finisher. 


February 11, 2002 


The Reno Gazette-Journal did a story on 1/31 on the WWF show this past weekend...Lawler 
was asked who would win a legitimate wrestling tournament among all the WWF wrestlers and 
he said, "It wouldn't even be close. Kurt Angle would beat everyone in 30 seconds." Brock 
Lesnar? By the way, the question as to who would win a wrestling match with Angle vs. Lesnar 
was apparently answered with Angle winning a close decision even though giving up about 75 
pounds. Angle did an interview on wwf.com regarding the confrontation, which was the result of 
Angle hearing about a comment by Lesnar that Lesnar said he would be too big for Angle. 
Angle challenged him several times with Lesnar not accepting. Angle's description went like 
this: "A guy like Brock, he's 310 pounds and he's a tremendous athlete. | give him a lot of credit. 
| underestimated him. He's actually better than | thought he was. He's not only a great wrestler; 
he' is a tremendous athlete. And | haven't wrestled in five years, so I'm kind of like an old man. 
I'm nothing compared to what | used to be. He just got out of college. so he's still pumping on all 
cylinders. To be able to get in the ring with him felt pretty good. Did | win? Yeah, but not by 
much. How would | do if | were in the same shape he was? I'll be honest. I'd kill him. If that hurts 
his feelings, too bad. It's just the way it is. He's a national champion. I'm an Olympic champion. 
He might be 80 or 90 pounds heavier than me, but | ate up guys his size. And until he realizes 
that, he's going to hear it from me. I'll never turn down a challenge. I've challenged him six 
times. Finally he took my challenge. | don't care how long I've been out of the sport; one thing | 
can Say is that he'll never beat me. | might never beat him, because I've been out of the sport 
for so long now. But, give me two weeks on the mat, he's in trouble. It's a lost art for me, but | 
could still go to nationals and win it. 


February 18, 2002 
Ross Report notes from this week. Lesnar had a mild concussion. 
March 4, 2002 


Very little Ross Report notes this week. Said Lesnar and Randy Orton ar ready for TV right 
now. 


March 25, 2002 


Notes from the 3/18 Raw show in Montreal...Maven vs. Snow for the hardcore title ended up 
with no finish, when Spike Dudley ran in, and then Brock Lesnar, with Paul Heyman as his 
manager, debuted and destroyed everyone. They are giving him the Goldberg push after all. 
Why didn't | think of that? 


April 15, 2002 


Lesnar dumped agent Barry Bloom. In the current environment, the value of an agent to 
negotiate is somewhat diminished. The WWF has attempted to persuade talent to not have 
agents for all the obvious reasons. Once WCW went down, Bloom was going to be one of the 
people most affected by it 


April 22, 2002 


Ross Report notes for the week. Lesnar's wife gave birth to a baby girl on 4/10. He missed 
Amarillo to accompany his wife back from the hospital. That was a smart decision. 


May 6, 2002 


Sports Illustrated ran a Scorecard item on Angle and Lesnar. The item only appeared in some 
editions of the magazine. Mainly focused on Angle, giving the storyline that his success ended 
the taboo of amateurs wrestlers going into pro, saying how many in the amateur community 
were against both men going to the WWF, but the attitude is changing. 


May 13, 2002 


There were numerous problems on the flight back from England's Insurrextion PPV...Curt 
Hennig was spraying people with shaving cream, and kept egging Brock Lesnar into fighting 
(the two know each other from Minnesota and when Hennig was between gigs and before 
Lesnar started with OVW, they trained together at Brad Rheingans' camp) . Lesnar didn't know 
how to handle it as a newcomer not wanting to get in trouble, but reportedly was told that if he 
didn't stand up to him now, he'd get a bad rep in the business. Lesnar took Hennig down in the 
aisle way, actually more than once, until David Finlay told Lesnar to stop. Hennig tried to get 


him to do it again, but Paul Heyman told Lesnar to ignore it. Another report said that Lesnar first 
grabbed him and bulldozed him against the door and people on the plane freaked because they 
were afraid the door would open. 


May 27, 2002 


More on the flight back from England... There was no punishment on Lesnar because of the 
feeling he was acting largely in self defense and was put in a bad position. 


The deal on the 5/13 Raw with Lesnar and the Hardys and him losing and selling at the end 
wasn't punishment for the flight, and there was no punishment levied or talked about being 
levied against him. It was simply their misconstrued idea of putting Hardys over a little on TV 
since Lesnar would go over strong on the PPV. You know, that booking that winds up with 
nobody getting too over. All the signs in the audience for Lesnar are not a positive, because the 
top guys make huge money and there are only a finite number of spots for people to make huge 
money the way the salaries are structured. Everyone on top wants new faces to make an impact 
to give them fresh faces to work with, but not to make an impact to where they threaten the 
people in the huge money spots to the point they'd be moved down. As a system for creating 
megastars that actually get over to where they are ticket sellers, this one, monetarily, is actually 
worse than the WCW system. The results aren't worse than WCW because the company is so 
much more competent in most cases (although some who were in WCW during their dying days 
and WWE now don't think the differences are nearly as much as reputation has it). It's not like at 
least a few of the wrestlers when seeing it also didn't think it was punishment for the trip as well 
as every inside fan 


June 17, 2002 


Steve Austin showed up at the building on 6/10 for Raw and was upset that he was going to 
wrestle Brock Lesnar. We've had conflicting reports on whether Austin was asked to lose or not 
but most reports seem to indicate that. Logic would say at this point, if they were to have a 
match, Lesnar should win via screw job. Logic would also say that the Austin vs. Lesnar match 
should be built up for months, probably until Royal Rumble or Wrestlemania. The company does 
need new stars and Lesnar has been anointed as the guy who they believe has Bill Goldberg 
potential and there has been consideration given to him for a title reign at some point. He's sold 
too much early, particularly in his current program with Bubba Ray Dudley. Of course he's not 
ready in the skill, experience and talking sense like Austin or HHH or Mick Foley or Rock or 
even in Kurt Angle's league as a performer. But the reality is, some guys who aren't ready are 
going to have to be pushed because that's what this summer has to be about, but going to 
Austin vs. Lesnar at this point made no sense. Particularly when the whole idea behind brand 
extension is they no longer would have to rush storylines with only two hours from each crew to 
fill. There are dozens of wrestlers in Lesnar's move to the top he should go through, including 
Undertaker, last, before even starting the Austin build-up. There is a feeling that the new talent 
at least isn't scarred by the mediocrity of how everyone but the top guys have been used over 
the past two years, and because of that, they can be freshly pushed to the top. This creates the 


obvious morale problems among those who are there that are better performers both in and out 
of the ring, seeing newcomers pushed, largely because, like in life, lucky timing is everything. 
The biggest question is we are also in a very different environment than ever before. Fans don't 
believe anything about the business other than the injuries are real, and some don't even 
believe that. That's not necessarily bad, but it does create situations where the public doesn't 
always buy people they don't consider as stars, even if they are pushed by the promotion as 
stars. Sometimes they do. The last year of WCW, with the push of the Natural Born Thrillers, 
largely big young guys with great physiques and good to great athletic ability was not a success. 
Of course, it wasn't given time, and perhaps, with time and experience, it would have worked, 
but probably not. A few months ago, Lesnar was not even a phenom in OVW, nor was he 
among the most "over" wrestlers in that small company of developmental wrestlers. Now he's 
being groomed for one of the top spots in a company worlds above that level. They have to try. 
But it also has to be realized that trying doesn't guarantee success. But it also creates the other 
problem, which is the locker room turmoil of people in the company expecting the next big thing 
to fall on his face and not draw money, particularly in a time period when drawing money may 
not even be possible. But generally speaking, he's respected in the locker room and several 
have said they understand the predicament and are supportive of him. 


July 29, 2002 


The New York post on 7/21 had a story on Lesnar, hyping him as the next Rock, which is 
putting way too much pressure on him. He talked about his three-month-old daughter. On 
winning the NCAA title, he said, "That means more to me than any payday in the WWE. There's 
only a select few people in the United States that can say they're NCAA champions. Even 
though it's only a little plaque--that's all you get--to me, it's in my heart. It's with me forever." 
Man, you do all that and go that far and all they give you is a little plaque. Kind of sad 


August 5, 2002 


Lesnar appeared in the main event this weekend on the Raw house shows, even though he had 
already jumped to Smackdown. The first night of the tour in San Antonio they didn't even give 
an explanation. In Houston, Howard Finkel just said before the show that Smackdown Superstar 
Lesnar would be appearing on the card, but didn't give fulfilling previous contracts or any 
explanation as to why. Lesnar was pushed hard in the local advertising so it did make sense to 
have him on the shows, even though it makes the storylines make no sense. As of this past 
weekend, Lesnar was still being advertised for Raw house shows through the end of August, 
which shows just how well planned out in advance these moves are, even though everyone who 
switched this week will be appearing on the road with their new crews. Lesnar debuted with the 
Smackdown crew on 7/29 (which made sense because he couldn't appear on Raw), taking 
Jericho's spot. The original plan for this round of Raw main events was going to be Lesnar vs. 
Undertaker stemming from their TV angle, but it turns out to be another of those angles that 
went nowhere. 


August 12, 2002 


Lesnar is advertised for Raw TV tapings after SummerSlam, which tells you the obvious (except 
that anything can change). He's also already being advertised for Raw house shows in South 
Dakota after SummerSlam, but they've had people cross brands (Lawler last week) when they 
tour their home area and Lesnar grew up in that area. In today's environment, today's plan is 
tomorrow's forgotten plan 


August 26, 2002 


Lesnar came to Davie, FL (where Rock lives and trains) recently (I believe after TV this week) to 
work through the SummerSlam match. Usually when they take the extra steps to do this, the 
match turns out better than it would be expected. Hogan and Rock worked out their match but 
since that time, | don't think any of the PPV main events have been worked through ahead of 
time to that degree 


September 2, 2002 


SummerSlam '02 on 8/25 at the Nassau Coliseum will go down as one of the best received 
PPVs in company history and the night of anointing Brock Lesnar as the company's new 
superstar. Of course, that decision was made months ago, and was rocky at first. Lesnar's early 
push was reminiscent of sputtering pushes given to others that some people in the company 
were behind, and others were railroading. Instead of being a monster, he was portrayed as a 
guy who needed manager interference to save him from being pinned by mid-carders like 
Bubba Ray Dudley and the Hardys. His win at King of the Ring came across far more 
impressive for the majority of fans who skipped that PPV and only heard about it on television. 
But going back to old-fashioned booking, making a headliner, and long-term planning, paid off. 
Preliminary indicators (reports from theaters in Canada that carry the show, anecdotal sports 
bar response and our e-mail volume of responses which have traditionally been a reliable 
accurate indicator of strong and weak buy rates) indicate far stronger PPV numbers than 
anything since Wrestlemania. The reason, with all due respect to the return of Shawn Michaels, 
was because they made a main event that was hyped as something special. It didn't promise to 
be the ****1/2 classic ahead of time (and that's not the lure that draws buy rates anyway), but it 
was presented as something special and was a product of super hype, the kind that all sports 
could learn from. While Lesnar winning the title was no secret, and the long-term plan was 
hardly a secret months ago, there were no changes in plan that would "fool people," even 
though they might hurt the ultimate goal. The end result seems to have been a successful show 
during a period when all aspects of business are way down. The idea was that to get Lesnar 
over as a fresh money draw, the guy he needed to beat was Rock, and that Rock would do it 
the right way. The fact he was untarnished, in that fans never saw him lose (well, except those 
who did at house shows before his TV push started), for all the talk of winning and losing not 
meaning anything, was part of the reason this worked. And they went full steam ahead in that 
direction, with the great finishing touches being the training videos for both that aired on many 
different shows. Rock, to his credit, put Lesnar over in the middle with the F-5, and whatever 
Lesnar's career does from here certainly can't be blamed on Rock not giving him the proper 


sendoff. Born July 12, 1977, Lesnar, replaces the late Yokozuna (26 when he won the title the 
first time) as the youngest WWE champion in history, a fact brought up by Michael Cole in the 
broadcast. The build-up leading to the show and noting facts like that were once again an 
attempt to position the quest for the title as the supreme thing in the company. As far as major 
world champions, the youngest ever were Lou Thesz (21), Tommy Rich, The Giant and Kerry 
Von Erich (all 24). It's a weird deal, because some people will think of the end result of 
SummerSlam as close to the perfect answer to the question of what wrestling should be. Well 
defined stars, a great build-up to a main event with an undercard consisting of almost all good 
matches of different styles, clean finishes up and down with very limited outside interference 
and high production values. The crowd could have been better, but it wasn't nearly as bad as 
many feared it would have been going in. But this is also working because it's a new philosophy 
(even though it sounds old in some ways, it's new to the current audience), and because the 
main event was a fresh match-up combining a new untouched star with an unselfish headliner 
who did what was best for the business. Lesnar, while physically impressive, is nothing 
extraordinary as a worker nor talker. It's the concentrated push that got him over, not any 
special ability that demands he not be held back. He's the perfect example of a guy who worked 
house shows for months, garnering little reaction and with it being said he wasn't even ready for 
prime time. Then he was put out there and when pushed as a big thing and given the real win 
over Hogan, the same guy is treated by the same audience as the hottest guy in the company. 
Lesnar, the 2000 NCAA heavyweight champion, became the member of the small group that 
has won both an NCAA title in wrestling and a major pro world title, joining Leroy McGuirk, Dick 
Hutton, Verne Gagne, Danny Hodge, Jack Brisco, Bob Backlund (Division IlI champion) and 
future rival Kurt Angle. It's interesting to note that with the exception of Angle, all of the NCAA 
champs that have become pro world champs came from either the states of Oklahoma or 
Minnesota. With the exception of Hutton, all of the aforementioned names from the past had 
what would be considered legendary pro careers. 


Confidential is becoming quite the missable show these days. The 8/24 show was built around 
Growing up Brock, the latest in the series of weekly features that interview with childhood best 
friends and parents of WWE superstars. It is amazing that this man-beat grew up looking like 
any normal child. He grew up in Webster, SD, population 2,108 working on his parents milk 
farm. They showed him as a high school wrestler, where he was good, but not great, and looked 
totally normal. I'd always heard the stories of Lesnar weighing about 180 in high school and not 
being a major wrestling star, and then gaining close to 100 pounds over two years and winning 
the JC nationals and then placing second and first in the NCAA's at Minnesota. Total babyface 
portrayal as everyone in his town loved him and he was a hard working kid on the farm who 
worked his way up from being a not so dominant wrestler to a national champ. Even knowing 
the story, seeing the physical difference in the guy between the ages of 18 and 20 was 
staggering. That is not a normal progression and to say he completely changed from a high 
school senior to a college junior both in look and physique, as well as success, would be the 
world's biggest understatement. Most of your great college wrestlers were pretty damn close to 
unbeatable in high school. Anyway, he got a haircut from his favorite barber back home. They 
showed the same training footage they had already debuted on Smackdown. 


Plan was for Kane to end up on Smackdown, at least for a day or two. He was booked on the 
Smackdown tour in September at first with Angle. Of course, those bookings change at least 
once per week did at least twice this past week. The Smackdown house shows in September 
(again, this will probably change a half dozen times since it's the same main event as the PPV) 
where they are going with Lesnar vs. Undertaker as the main event. These two stories are 
related, as when the decision was made to move Undertaker, they made the decision to move 
Kane back. For whatever this is worth, the main programs at things stand today for post-PPV on 
Raw are Lesnar vs. Kane (which means Lesnar eventually goes back to Raw, although I've also 
been hinted that it may not be that soon) and RVD vs. HHH for IC 


September 9, 2002 


In a Minneapolis Star-Tribune article on Lesnar, where he praised McMahon for seeing 
something in him, he noted that his grandfather was almost as large as he is. They acted as if 
he spurned a potential NFL career to go to WWE. NFL teams have often given try-outs to great 
athletes from other sports, and one or two have even stuck. Angle had a try-out with the 
Steelers for example but Angle was a great high school football player. But Lesnar, who never 
played college football, had no serious chance to play pro football even if his size and quickness 
for his size are NFL quality. He noted his doctor's say his cholesterol is going through the roof 
and he's got to start eating more white meat 


Even though they did the angle on Raw where Lesnar was exclusive to Smackdown, he ended 
up working the Raw house shows against Undertaker (who had also "jumped" to Smackdown) 
all weekend and Kane worked on the Smackdown house shows because those were the 
original plans before the weekend and they wanted to give the people Lesnar and Undertaker 
since they were the advertised main and it would look bad for the markets for them to both no- 
show. It's our weekly speech about booking with lack of long-term direction, which kills your 
main storyline since the people in the cities see the big angle as being a farce. Lesnar and Kane 
were still booked as late as Sunday to headline the Raw shows in two weeks, or at least St. 
Louis. 


There was a lot of comments inside in Japan over the past week over what appeared from their 
end to be the successful ascension of Lesnar to the top. Not just All Japan, but all the Japanese 
companies over the past few years have been largely unsuccessful at creating new drawing 
cards and there is nobody on the horizon in any of the companies to take the positions from the 
older Muto and Tenryu types who get by largely on their name and their smarts. Even though All 
Japan has made a huge comeback this year, everyone recognizes long-term it's a big problem 
and New Japan it's maybe bigger 


September 16, 2002 
Not a lot from this week's Confidential. They did another segment on Lesnar's parents going to 


Nassau for the title switch. Two notes on that. First is, that on Confidential, Lesnar comes off as 
the biggest babyface imaginable. A hard working guy who is a hard trainer and a great athlete 


who has been very successful and people love up-and-comers anyway. Plus, his friends love 
him. His parents love him. What's not to like? But on TV he's supposed to be heel, with 
Heyman, but he's going face even without those segments. The other is on the segment he 
talked about telling his parents he was going to lose the match, just so they'd be so happy when 
he won. Just funny to hear the parents talk about figuring he was scripted to win and him talking 
about knowing a finish the night before what was realistically the second biggest match of the 
year. He also thanked Rock for putting him over and making him a star. At least the big push 
hasn't made him forgot those who made him, as it has done for many in this business. | wouldn't 
think twice for him to say all this on a non-wrestling talk show or a WWE magazine interview, 
but not sure about it in the body of a wrestling show. Guess it really doesn't matter because 
everyone knows, and as long as it's not in the body of Raw, Smackdown or the PPV, it doesn't 
break the fantasy while viewing the stuff itself 


September 23, 2002 


From the April 11, 2000 Minneapolis Star-Tribune in an article on Lesnar signing with WWE. 
The article said Lesnar wasn't keen on phony punches or the soap opera atmosphere, but with 
no other professional outlet for wrestling, he said the offer was something he couldn't pass up. 
"It's in my mind, but not in my heart,” he said two years back 


The New England Patriots local newspaper in this week's issue had an item stating, "While at 
Cal State-Bakersfield, Patriots offensive lineman and former world class wrestler Stephen Neal 
once defeated current WWE heavyweight champion and former University of Minnesota 
wrestler Brock Lesnar. Both athletes were NCAA heavyweight wrestling champions during their 
college career." | believe that match took place at the finals of the 1999 NCAA tournament since 
Neal won and Lesnar took second. Neal made the Patriots this year, which is actually close to 
an incredible physical performance because he never played college football 


September 30, 2002 


Another old con came on a tour of Lebanon this week. The local promoter, for whatever reason, 
billed Kevin Nash and Brock Lesnar as headliners on a one week tour. Fans were really upset 
when neither was there and it was announced it was due to late injuries. 


October 7, 2002 


There was some feeling that the Undertaker-Lesnar finish at the Unforgiven show was so poorly 
received because they weren't aggressively brawling enough when the match was thrown out. 
That was the finish, but after more than 20:00, both guys were too tired to execute it and the ref 
just called for the bell after being thrown down a few times. Still wasn't going to work. Live and 
learn. The No Mercy show ends up being interesting because you'd think they have to do a 
pinfall in the rematch, but now it's a finish that too many people "know" which becomes an 
excuse, if needed, to not do it. After all, too many "knew" of the Rock-Lesnar finish, but any 
other finish would have been counterproductive, just as in this situation 


October 14, 2002 


From what we're told, unlike last month, the finish for the Undertaker-Lesnar match at No Mercy 
has already been decided and agreed to. With Undertaker's elbow requiring surgery, probably 
early next month, the doing the job isn't even a debatable issue. One would think they would 
have an injury angle in the match to explain his absence, but I'm under the impression he'll be 
working at least another week (to do the England PPV as well) after No Mercy so it may not be 
done in the cage match. Regarding the Hell in a Cell match, at the meeting we wrote about 
where it was decided to go with that match, most of the people talked with were in favor of Hell 
in a Cell. The negative of this is there is a fan expectation of Hell in a Cell from Undertaker's 
matches with Foley and Michaels, HHH vs. Foley and the six-way Hell in a Cell title match that it 
will be difficult for Undertaker vs. Lesnar to live up to, and in particular, the expected big bump 
off the top (many figure Matt Hardy is taking it) 


There is still talk of down the line, but probably not all that soon, doing a Lesnar vs. Benoit title 
program which Heyman suggested at the aforementioned meeting. Got a feeling maybe not 
until after Mania 


The two major ideas floated for Mania right now seen to be either Lesnar vs. Angle or HHH. 
Angle, Benoit and Lesnar were given a long-term plan which the office hasn't approved 
involving the top level of Smackdown. 


October 21, 2002 


The subject of boxer vs. wrestler has come back into the news this past week due to the 
slim possibility of a Brock Lesnar vs. Lennox Lewis match next year. A U.K. tabloid 
report, followed up by other British media outlets claiming the match was signed and 
listed a $7.5 million price tag for Lewis. It claimed it would take place on the No Way Out 
PPV on 2/23 in Montreal. Those reports were incorrect and incredibly premature. But it is 
true that such a match has been the subject of internal discussion and two meetings 
between Vince McMahon and Lewis’ people. At this point in time, it appears the only 
thing agreed upon was that there would be more meetings about doing business in the 
future. Neither Lewis nor Lesnar have agreed to do the match, nor had any serious 
discussion of such a match even taken place. Nor have any money discussions gotten 
serious. There at one time was at least talk of February being the time frame, but with 
Lewis’ heavyweight boxing title defense against Vitali Klitschko scheduled for February 
on HBO (after having been moved in the last two weeks from a December date), that 
month would appear to be out of the question. It should be noted that right there is the 
key to why discussions are taking place. While Lewis vs. Mike Tyson was the biggest 
PPV event in history ($103 million gross), Lewis on his own has not proven to be a strong 
PPV draw. While the heavyweight boxing title used to almost a license to print money, 
Lewis has no opponents that the general public cares about except a Tyson rematch, 
which isn’t likely to happen after the one-sided nature of Lewis’ win. Considering his next 


title defense won’t even be on PPV, that does raise a question of whether he can actually 
draw more money in this kind of a context than the traditional context. Money becomes a 
big issue with managers knowing the champion is aging and talking retirement with no 
big money matches on the horizon. 


October 28, 2002 


At press time, it appears the earliest a proposed Brock Lesnar vs. Lennox Lewis fight could take 
place would be in the fall of 2003. There were a lot of talks over the past week regarding such a 
match, including setting up some preliminary rules, guidelines and strategies. Late in the week, 
Vince McMahon called up the Nevada State Athletic Commission and said they were attempting 
to put together a match and would like it to be sanctioned and held in most likely Las Vegas, 
although he made it clear it was just in the preliminary negotiation stage. The sanctioning would 
be done to basically guarantee to the public that the match, as well as the undercard, would all 
be legit. The repercussions of both having it sanctioned by the Nevada commission as a real 
match, and having gambling on the outcome, and then working it, would be far too severe for 
either McMahon or Lewis to risk perpetrating that kind of a fraud as could be done in a non- 
commission state or in Japan. The plan was not to do this match and the proposed Kurt Angle 
vs. Michael Moorer bout on a regular pro wrestling PPV show, but on a separate PPV event with 
more of a boxing title fight feel. However, McMahon's timetable of a match in February, as a 
way to set the stage to lead into Wrestlemania, didn’t fit in with Lewis’ schedule. That includes a 
February boxing title defense against Vitali Klitschko on HBO, and a hoped for big money 
payday in June against Mike Tyson. Because of the risk of injury in such a match, Lewis’ people 
wanted to wait until after those two fights, and a possible third fight with Wladimir Klitschko 
(Vitali’s more talented brother). Lewis at press time was still said to be interested in doing the 
match in the fall. The Angle-Moorer match was said to be predicated on Lewis-Lesnar going 
through, but both sides are said to have agreed in principle to do the former bout. Lewis, who 
described himself as a pro wrestling fan, having watched it regularly since childhood, was in 
Toronto this past week for a Muhammad Ali benefit. He told TSN that he was negotiating for a 
WWE slot, but said it would be as a guest referee or timekeeper, and claimed it was probably 
going to happen. The belief was that they would shoot an angle from a referee slot to build for 
the match. Others are questioning whether that would be smart booking. If the match stemmed 
from a stage pro wrestling angle, people would take it as pro wrestling, which is not what either 
side wants. There has been talk of WWE hiring trainers for Angle and Lesnar, with names like 
Ken Shamrock and Don Frye having been discussed, to prepare them. As noted last week, if 
there are lessons to be learned from the Japanese promotions’ mistakes, it’s that Angle and 
Lesnar would need probably two months off the road, except for perhaps TV appearances to 
build up the fight, as well as coaching. Japanese who have backgrounds working with pro 
wrestlers, believe the time frame needed to peak is closer to six months to get away from the 
pro wrestling natural tendencies and away from the amateur wrestling natural tendencies, but 
these guys aren't going to get six months under any circumstances. The coaching should be 
from a coach with a background in power submissions. Frye, who may have trained at some 
point with Lesnar (as both had background training in Minnesota under Brad Rheingans for pro 


wrestling), is not a great submission fighter, but a really tough guy with a boxing and wrestling 
background. But his toughness and mixing it up ability is irrelevant under these rules. Shamrock 
is closer to what is needed in adding skills, because Shamrock does have a submission 
background based more on using his natural power as opposed to being a slick submission 
specialist like many of the Japanese or Brazilians, but probably the Pat Miletich, Tito Ortiz, 
Frank Shamrock or Matt Hume camps may be the best bet. 


November 4, 2002 


The original plan for the Survivor Series main event was Lesnar vs. Hogan. Hogan refused to 
put Lesnar over a second time and they had a meeting where the two leading candidates to put 
Lesnar over ended up being Show and Benoit. When Vince panics, they go with size. Of the 
two, from a business standpoint, neither was going to draw any extra buyers at this point. Of 
course, Benoit would have the better match, but there are long-term plans (that will possibly 
never be gotten to the way plans constantly change) involving Benoit, Lesnar and Angle in a 
three-way title program for next spring and summer that this would take the edge off. | guess the 
idea of the visual of Lesnar doing power moves to Show may make up for the fact the two on 
paper won't be able to do the quality of match people expect out of main events. They did a 
good job of heating Show up on Smackdown. It also appears that Lesnar is about to be turned 
face because of how Undertaker put him over during the interview and how he’s clearly the 
babyface in the Show angle. Eventually, that ends the Lesnar-Heyman partnership because the 
babyface manager role historically is a kiss of death. At one point, Edge was the back-up plan if 
Hogan wouldn't do the job (although there were those internally against the Hogan idea from the 
start feeling there was no need for a bad PPV match since Hogan would never put him over as 
strongly the second time), but when he did the tap out to Angle on the PPV, you could tell he’d 
been dropped from consideration. There was also at least an idea for Mysterio although | doubt 
it got very far, and doubt Vince ever would have seriously considered that one. Vince, at the 
meeting where they were discussing where to go, called Hogan selfish for refusing to put Lesnar 
over. 


The Sun in the U.K. ran an article about Lennox Lewis, mainly saying he was going to star ina 
Hollywood action thriller and had signed a $7.5 million deal for a movie that would be released 
in 2004. The paper claimed the movie would be a star vehicle for him similar to “Scorpion King” 
for Rock. His manager, Adrian Ogun, said that Lewis would not star in a WWE wrestling match, 
but did say Lewis met with Vince McMahon recently. He said Lewis would appear as either a 
referee or guest enforcer, but would not be wrestling. Talk about a match with Lesnar died down 
when Lewis’ people informed WWE last week that he couldn’t do anything until the fall at the 
earliest. In wrestling, when it comes to making plans, next fall is 100 years away. If Lewis has 
three prospective matches on the table (provided he keeps the belt in the first two, and without 
the belt, his name may not be strong enough to have the level of appeal in a mixed match the 
WWE would want) and a movie deal that has just been signed, his wanting to risk his rep in 
something no boxing champ has ever done before would be far less than when the two sides 
started talking 


November 11, 2002 


As the build-up for Survivor Series shows, the plan is for Lesnar to play the role of babyface in 
his program with Show. Exactly where things go from there are unclear, but it is being called a 
babyface turn and not a one month deal. Heyman wants Lesnar to stay on the heel side 
because it makes sense both to keep them together, as well as do Lesnar programs with Edge, 
Mysterio and Benoit. At this point all look to be tough sells for PPV but all would make great TV 
bouts. If he’s a face they’ve got Show, which they’re doing, Angle, which they want to hold off 
for months, and maybe Eddy Guerrero, tho | can’t see that ever as a PPV match. There is 
always Undertaker when he returns, but the natural program there is Undertaker vs. Show at 
first. Heyman wanting to do something further with Mysterio is why they didn’t do a finish on 
Smackdown before the angle. 


November 18, 2002 


Ross Report notes for the week. Lesnar has a PCL tear (posterior cruciate ligament in his knee) 
but isn’t missing any dates. 


The Japanese papers covered IWGP champ Yuji Nagata and Lesnar both being in New Orleans 
with Kurt Angle, Brad Rheingans (former pro wrestler and later a trainer for some of the New 
Japan guys) and Rulon Gardner at the Kurt Angle Classic on 11/8. Quite a collection of 
wrestlers as Nagata was a multiple-time college champion, as was Angle, Lesnar took one 
college title and Rheingans took the Division II title. As the Japanese stories went, Nagata 
challenged Lesnar for a title match at the 1/4 Dome show. Lesnar said it was politically 
impossible, but would like to wrestle him at some point during his career. Lots of photos with 
Nagata with Angle, Lesnar and Gardner. Nagata was there seconding his brother, Katsuhiko 
Nagata, who lost 6-3 in overtime (3-3- in regulation) to T.C. Dantzler of New York at 163 
pounds. The match was nearly stopped early as Nagata accidentally head-butted Dantzler and 
busted him open 


November 25, 2002 


The WWE changed five championships, including the big two, and debuted the most expensive 
structure in wrestling history to headline the Survivor Series on 11/17 from New York’s Madison 
Square Garden... While Lesnar went into the show with a torn PCL (which at this point doesn’t 
look to require surgery) and a broken rib (the story that he was coughing up blood for two weeks 
was a work), the title change decision was not based on his injury. While it wasn’t 100% 
confirmed until the past week, it was pretty clear two weeks earlier, before anyone knew about 
the seriousness of Lesnar’s rib injury, that McMahon had made up his mind that Heyman 
needed to turn on Lesnar and cost him the title, and Show was the guy to do it with. Lesnar first 
suffered the rib injury at a house show several weeks ago, and they used the TV angle with 
Show as a cover story. He’d been in severe pain, but continued working, and suffered a clean 
break of the already bruised rib at the house show on 11/9 in Champaign, IL in a match with 
Show. Lesnar hadn't done an official dramatic turn. McMahon felt he needed to be a face 


because fans had been cheering him. Without the strong turn angle, he wasn’t a strong face . 
No doubt that angle needed to be done, and it should have been on this show. When the 
argument came down to Big Show or Chris Benoit, and business was where it was, anyone who 
has followed McMahon history knew where the call was going. And since it’s a short-term plan 
anyway designed to build Lesnar, slaying a monster at this point is probably more effective than 
having a better wrestling match. Whether Show & Heyman as a combination for the long haul is 
more effective than Benoit & Heyman isn’t as clear. Still, the theory behind it has some logic. 
With Lesnar suplexing Show all over the ring, and delivering the F-5, the hope is that he proved 
his power, fans “know” he can beat Show but hasn’t done it yet, and in the role of a screwed 
babyface going for revenge, the hope is he’ll have gained something. It’s all theoretical, as Bill 
Goldberg, the guy his push was somewhat modeled after, was screwed big-time when he lost 
the WCW title, and the idea was it created a new issue for Goldberg to avenge. But the reality 
was, it weakened his aura and character, drawing power and most feel it was fairly damaging in 
the long-run for WCW. With Goldberg, the timing was clearly wrong, as most knew at the time. 
With Lesnar, because of him being a face, a strong angle was needed. Whether it would have 
been better for him to get screwed, still win, keep the unbeaten aura, and then doing a post- 
match injury angle, giving him reason for revenge, is a debatable point, but it is a decision I'd 
have favored. The timing seemed wrong to beat him less than three months after his winning of 
the title, making him appear like just another in the long line of short-term experiments today as 
opposed to the next major superstar in the company. The big thing that is privately being said by 
people who are closest to McMahon is that things have changed greatly, even of late. People 
who have been the most loyal to him and praised him for decades, have become more 
frustrated at the lack of long-term decision making. Whether McMahon has lost confidence in 
himself, the internal feeling is that McMahon makes all his decisions based on the last person 
who has his ear at the last moment pushing their beliefs, and in many cases, their personal 
agendas. At press time, Lesnar was taken off house shows for the next week, and maybe 
longer. The doctors recommended six to eight weeks off, but he was talking about wrestling on 
house shows within two weeks. He didn’t miss any television tapings, and he would be wrestling 
almost surely against Show at the Armageddon PPV on 12/15 in Fort Lauderdale. At press time, 
Lesnar was taken off house shows for the next week, and maybe longer. The doctors 
recommended six to eight weeks off, but he was talking about wrestling on house shows within 
two weeks. He didn’t miss any television tapings, and he would be wrestling almost surely 
against Show at the Armageddon PPV on 12/15 in Fort Lauderdale. While many think HHH was 
behind the Lesnar loss, from the accounts we’ve heard, at least internally it appeared this was 
Vince’s baby (Terry Taylor was also a big proponent of this switch). 


Ross Report notes for the week. When talking about Lesnar’s injury and his continuing to work 
through the injury, he used it to defend his philosophy of recruiting guys with real athletic 
backgrounds and in particular amateur wrestlers. For years, there was a double stigma, as the 
amateurs who went pro were considered selling out, and the pros were always leery of good 
amateurs because pure workers usually understand not to take winning and losing seriously but 
highly competitive athletes have had it drummed into their heads for years to hate losing. In 
addition, the theory was good amateurs made bad pros. There are examples that both confirm 
and refute that statement since the beginning of time. WWE has had both success and failures 


over the last two years. Ron Waterman, Sylvester Terkay (who ended up being a star in Japan) 
and Brian Keck failed to make it in WWE and Eric Angle is a question mark, while there are the 
obvious successes. But as a general rule, amateur wrestlers at the top level are extremely 
mentally tough people as well as physically tough, and pro wrestling at the top level because of 
the travel and constant injuries is only a business for mentally tough people who make the most 
of the cards they are dealt rather than complain when they get dealt a bad hand. 


December 2, 2002 


The 11/24 St. Paul Pioneer-Press said “some wrestling insiders wouldn’t be surprised if 
departing Governor Jesse Ventura teams with former Gopher Brock Lesnar (that’s the nickname 
of the University of Minnesota sports teams, it isn’t to imply Lesnar was an animal genetically 
changed into a human) in a tag match 1/31 against Paul Heyman & The Big Show at Target 
Center.” At this point, there is nothing scheduled like that to take place, not that anything is 
impossible these days. 


Both Lesnar and HHH came out of the PPV with a lot of respect for what they were able to pull 
off while both being injured, in particular Lesnar pulling out the F-5 


December 9, 2002 


McMahon wants to make Nathan Jones into a monster, as noted before. Jones got heat with 
Lesnar when he jumped from the floor to the apron like Lesnar does. Jones has been doing it 
since he started, but Lesnar came up to him and told him to cut it out as it’s his deal 


December 23, 2002 


There was some sort of an incident in a Minneapolis bar recently involving Lesnar and Hennig. 
Don’t know all the details, but Lesnar was not happy about the remarks Hennig made about him 
although it never got past Lesnar cutting a promo on Hennig 


February 3, 2003 


Lesnar missed the weekend house shows because of a family emergency. He actually agreed 
to work the shows but the office told him he needed to be with his family 


February 10, 2003 


There were a lot of unhappy fans in both MSG and Minneapolis about HHH not wrestling. It was 
announced early on in Minneapolis, but they never gave fans the option of getting refunds, 
which made a few people unhappy. In MSG, since he came to the show on crutches, they never 
even announced him not wrestling until just before the start of the main event where they did a 
big angle involving bringing Team Angle to the Raw show and Lesnar beat all of them. They 
even gave away the WM title match with Lesnar beating Benjamin and then Haas, and finally 


hitting the F-5 on Angle before the other two interfered to save the title. Reports were people left 
the building unhappy, saying WWE knew ahead of time that he wasn’t going to be able to 
wrestle, but didn’t let anyone know until the end of the show. In a sense, if | had the chance to 
see Lesnar vs. HHH, and HHH was replaced by Angle, I’d consider it a step up, but they only 
did a 2:24 main event with that kind of a finish off a substitution. | guess they didn’t realize they 
were going to pay homage to The Sheik with a main event no-show, a replacement match that 
goes less than 5:00 and a screw job finish. | can see where people would be upset, even though 
I’m sure the company felt giving them Vince, Kurt and Team Angle unadvertised, plus HHH 
appearing live, would be a make-up, and they were probably thinking that it was a gauntlet 
match with Lesnar against three guys and in that sense, it went 17:00, but the audience didn’t 
see it that way. There was discussion all day among all the agents working the show over how 
to handle the situation and this was the final call made by McMahon. Still, the only other finishes 
would have been Angle winning with outside interference of Team Angle and Heyman, and the 
decision must have been they didn’t want to do that in New York at this point even with the idea 
of Lesnar F-5ing everyone including Heyman and Angle at the end, to try and leave the people 
happy after he lost; a double count out, with all the F-5s at the end which wouldn't have left 
people any happier; or the Dusty finish where they would have gotten a big pop at first, but 
people would have left even madder. 


The reason Lesnar never appeared on the 1/30 Smackdown show except the one highlights 
package is because they had known about his family emergency when the show was written, 
and didn’t expect him back until the 2/3 house show. Since Green Bay (where Smackdown is 
taped) isn’t that far from Minneapolis (where he lives), he came to the show and just did a dark 
angle for the live crowd 


March 10, 2003 


Angle had an MRI on his neck on 3/3 and the results came out that Angle had severe neck 
damage. He will become the eighth WWE wrestler over the past few years to undergo neck 
surgery under Dr. Lloyd Youngblood in San Antonio, which will put him out of action for about 
one year. His symptoms, shooting pains down both of his arms, numbing in the fingers and a 
burning sensation in the neck had gotten worse while on the South Africa tour this past week... 


March 17, 2003 


The originally scheduled title change with Brock Lesnar beating Kurt Angle didn’t take place on 
3/11 in Pittsburgh. There was mass confusion live. Kurt Angle came to the ring wearing a 
hooded jacket. There was a distraction point with the lights going out, which allowed Eric Angle 


to come from under the ring and switch places with Kurt. The match started and Lesnar hit the 
F-5 on Eric right away. Lesnar went for the pin and got up. Michael Cole and Tazz questioned 
why he wasn't pinning him, but the story will likely be said that Lesnar recognized that it wasn’t 
Kurt. At this point, Team Angle came to the ring and distracted Lesnar, and Kurt came from 
underneath the ring (where he went after switching places with Eric) and pinned Lesnar with a 
small package to a pretty big pop. Because the show was in Pittsburgh, Angle’s home city, he 
came out and did a dark promo saying that the people in Pittsburgh always disrespected him, 
and that no winner had ever come from Pittsburgh. He then brought up Mr. Rogers (who is also 
from Pittsburgh), and said he’s dead so he doesn’t count. This caused the fans to start a Mr. 
Rogers chant in the building. Still, even doing that, Angle and Lesnar got a split reaction for their 
non-match. The entire show, as written by Bruce Prichard and David Lagana, was changed by 
McMahon on the day of the show. Hulk Hogan, who was originally to appear, was called that 
morning and told not to come. The original plan was for Lesnar to win the title. Chris Benoit had 
originally been chosen by McMahon to face Lesnar in a title match at Wrestlemania. The big 
debate as of the weekend was whether or not Benoit would be turned heel and put with Paul 
Heyman, or it would be a babyface match. The heel suggestion was to include Benoit to injure 
Angle with the crossface, giving a storyline reason why Angle would be gone, and have Team 
Angle then turn on Angle and become Team Benoit. Benoit would have also taken credit for 
being the mysterious person who injured Edge. The idea was that this would set up Edge & 
Angle to return together in one year and have a natural program, since it will be difficult for 
Angle to return and not be a babyface. The other idea he was considering, and apparently had 
decided upon, was to keep the Benoit character consistent and go into Mania with Lesnar vs. 
Benoit as a face vs. face match. The day of the show, McMahon changed the call after Angle 
confirmed his request from the day before to work the match at Mania, since it has been built up 
for so long and it’s a match he’s been wanting to do as the highest profile match between two 
NCAA heavyweight champions in pro wrestling history . Since he’s never been so high on a 
Wrestlemania card, he would also be expected to get his highest one-night payoff of his career. 
and keep the Benoit character consistent and go into Mania with a face vs. face match. 


March 24, 2003 


Rock worked his first house show since May on 3/15 in Miami, and even got to pin Lesnar in the 
main event as a rematch from SummerSlam. Because he lives in Davie, FL, Rock received a 
100% face reaction while Lesnar got a 50-50 reaction. Rock did try and turn the crowd on him 
early, but when it didn’t work, just gave up and worked as a face. Rock got out of the F-5 and 
got the pin after the rock bottom. He did a 10:00 interview after the match, during which about 
half the crowd left, introducing his wife, brother-in-law, mother and grandmother—who would 
think Lia Maivia would be mentioned twice in the same newsletter in 2003?) as well as some 
players on the Dolphins (Rock often trains with the Dolphins at their facility when in town). He 
thanked the crowd for cheering him, saying “I know you’re supposed to boo” and said to Lesnar 
he was happy not to have to take an F-5 because “that really hurts.” Match itself was okay. 


It appears they are grooming Cena for Lesnar after Mania. They had better have patience 
because if they expect it to draw, they are going to end up down on both guys 


March 31, 2003 


In the ring at the house show last week in Miami, after Rock pinned Lesnar, Rock was on the 
mic and told Lesnar it was most likely the last match the two would ever have, and they hugged 
in the ring 


April 7, 2003 


On the finish of the main event, Lesnar went up for a shooting star press. Ironically, this was the 
move that initially caught everyone’s attention, when he did it for in a dark match at a WWF TV 
taping. Many had seen him, at a weight of 310 pounds, execute the move on a major OVW 
show. From the start of his career, all eyes were on him to be the next big thing. But for his own 
health and to save his knees, he was told to retire the move that got him noticed. Angle 
suggested the move as the perfect climax of the match, since it was the biggest up to this point 
in both of their careers, and they were surprisingly put in the last spot on the show, having to 
follow much bigger stars in Rock and Austin, as well as the match that garnered most of the 
hype in Vince McMahon and Hulk Hogan. Many tried to talk Lesnar out of it, feeling it wasn’t 
needed. Luck both was and wasn’t on his side, as he slipped, landed short on the move with his 
forehead and nose hitting the mat. For any who saw Hayabusa, a much lighter man doing a far 
more simple lionsault, landing from far less distance, it was immediate freak out city. Others 
remembered the night Austin was tombstoned by Hart live on PPV and they continued with the 
match, with Hart literally having to pin himself to lose the IC title as planned. Like with Hart and 
Austin, HHH, and so many others, the only thought at the time was that the show must go on. 
Normal people watching at home, recognizing that Lesnar was glassy eyed, couldn’t believe 
they just didn’t stop and get medical attention. That is the rational thought process. That isn’t pro 
wrestling. How come the doctors didn’t come out sooner? The TV audience isn’t supposed to 
see injuries that bad, unless they aren't real. He was in the ring, unable to stand for a long time, 
carried out on a stretcher and rushed to the hospital, where he spent the night. Luckily, he just 
had a very badly sore neck when he woke up and a concussion. He will probably be back in 
action very shortly. 


In Austin’s interview with Alex Marvez, and talked about the booking idea of being asked to lose 
to Lesnar as punishment for speaking out on the WWF’s own internet show about how bad the 

writing was, responded by saying, “All of a sudden, the ask me to do a job to Lesnar in a match 
that wasn’t advertised the week before and doesn’t mean (anything). | shouldn't be the first guy 
in line to do the job. | should have been the last in line. That’s how that deal works.” 


June 2, 2003 
Add a bad back to the injury list for Lesnar. That stems from the missed shooting star press at 


Mania. The neck injury, which still hasn’t healed, has now resulted in back problems. As for the 
rib problems, he took a cortisone shot to keep going through that one 


June 9, 2003 


The current house show plans for Angle when he comes back is to do tag matches teaming with 
Lesnar vs. Show & Cena, which would be the main events at this point for June, although that 
could change weekly. At press time, the plan for the Vengeance PPV on 7/27 in Denver was still 
for a Lesnar vs. Angle title match on top, but now in a face vs. face match. There is already 
advertising out in Denver, and national advertising produced for Vengeance with this bout as the 
main event. To me, this bout should be held off until Mania, particularly as face vs. face which 
needs more time to develop to make it special and you should want people to want the match 
before they get it. This may wind up with the crowd turning Lesnar heel. This is another problem 
with the brand extension as it stands. Unless they start moving talent to freshen them up again, 
which | think is pretty much needed, a combination of so many guys not booked to take the big 
step over the past two years, and thus not seen as top guys, and the limited amount of top guys, 
has left slim pickings on top now that they've split talent. After HHH and Goldberg run their 
course on Raw and Lesnar and Angle do on Smackdown, where do they go that hasn’t been 
done repeatedly and is already burned out 


June 23, 2003 
A Lesnar DVD is scheduled for an 8/12 release 
June 30, 2003 


The company lucked out a second time in a few months on what could have been a serious 
injury to Lesnar. Lesnar went out boating with his friend Larry Heck (who goes on the road with 
the company as a trainer) on a lake in San Antonio. He was in town for an appointment about 
his chronic rib problems, since he never took time off when they were broken last year, and 
that’s how you get chronic problems. When he stepped onto the boat, his foot slipped and his 
leg hit the propeller. He got a 3/4 inch deep and 3 % inch long cut down his shin. He was taken 
to the hospital and stitched up. Later, his knee started swelling bad, so he was prescribed anti- 
inflammatory drugs and antibiotics. He pretty much insisted that he would work television this 
week since he was booked in a key match. He was actually willing to try and work the house 
shows but the company decided it would be better if he at least took those three days off 


July 7, 2003 


The Vengeance main event has been changed from an Angle vs. Lesnar singles match to Angle 
vs. Show vs. Lesnar for the title. Perhaps they’ve realized that the Angle-Lesnar singles match 
with both as faces needs a lot longer and more focused build-up or it'll mean nothing. Plus, on 
the Smackdown side, it seems like the only possible Mania-level main event at this point 


July 14, 2003 


Not realizing how things are done in WWE, Billy Kidman has been publicly critical of how WWE 
books the cruiserweights. 


August 11, 2003 


The Smoking Gun website, which publishes arrest records of celebrities, added to its WWE 
collection with week unearthing a 2001 arrest of Lesnar when he was living in Louisville and 
training at OVW. Lesnar was arrested after taking possession of a parcel of what authorities 
believed to have been a large amount of steroids. However, when the drugs were tested at the 
lab, according to the site, a local detective said they turned out to be Growth Hormone and the 
charges were dropped. Lesnar’s attorney claimed that they turned out to be some sort of 
vitamins and the officers were very apologetic about the error. 


In localized house show ads that aired on Smackdown, they were still billing Lesnar as 
champion five days after he had lost the title. 


August 25, 2003 


There has been concern over Lesnar getting cheered far more than booed even after the TV 
turn. When it happened last week, the idea was that some people must have missed 
Smackdown. When it happened in Minneapolis, it was expected by everyone. In Minneapolis, 
Lesnar worked as a face since they knew it would happen. In Hamilton, he got the same face 
reaction, but he worked as a heel. There has been a policy of late that if a heel, like Matt Hardy 
sometimes or Guerrero, gets a huge face reaction in some cities, they kind of go with it, but in 
this case others have argued with a main event guy, no matter how the fans react, they should 
be consistent with what they’re doing on TV 


Speaking of Lesnar, when a civics primer of facts and history and biography of state office 
holders for Social Studies classes was cut from the state budget, WWE chipped in $15,000 for 
printing costs for 30,000 copies to be sent to Minnesota students. Well, there was a catch. The 
new manual has Lesnar’s photo on the cover 


On The Score in Canada on 8/14, in advertising for the house show in Hamilton this past 
weekend, the TV ads listed Lesnar as champion defending against Angle and Show. Well, they 
may be right soon enough 


September 1, 2003 
New England Patriots offensive lineman Corbin Lacina, who used to play for the Minnesota 
Vikings, when asked how he stayed in shape during the off-season, said he had been training 


with Lesnar. 


September 8, 2003 


As most probably have figured, the reason Lesnar is doing so many jobs is because his 
regaining the title is imminent. In fact, in Baltimore, where the No Mercy PPV takes place on 
10/19, they were already advertising Lesnar vs. Undertaker as the main event before Lesnar 
had won the title. There is an old mentality that the guy about to win the title should do a few 
jobs before, because then when he wins it, he’s already created new challengers. This makes 
sense in most cases. The time | recall it failing was when they put Jericho over for the 
undisputed title. Because in people’s eyes, Jericho was going in the weakest of the four, and 
then he did a clean job for Austin the week before, it only made it seem like a fluke champion 
when he first won it. When you’ve got a champion who people see already as a champion, and 
Lesnar does fit that mold, it’s a good idea. But Lesnar is not your normal guy. While when he 
wins the title, it leaves Angle and Undertaker (penciled in as his challenger for No Mercy on 
10/19 in Baltimore although a ton can change between now and then) as ready-made 
challengers, | think Lesnar is someone who should lose only on special occasions, and when he 
does, it should be a big deal 


September 22, 2003 


A very misleading article in the Wall Street Journal on 9/12 resulted in WWE getting some 
unwarranted negative publicity for the idea it was stealing our best amateur wrestlers away from 
the Olympic team. The article, by Paul Glader, claimed that WWE has polarized the sport by 
head-hunting real wrestlers from the colleges and thus many of our best wrestlers won’t be 
competing for a spot on the team in Athens. Of course, noted in the story were Kurt Angle and 
Brock Lesnar. What wasn’t noted in the story was that Angle retired from amateur wrestling in 
1996, and Lesnar in 2000, and neither had any further interest in competing as amateurs before 
signing with WWE. Lesnar has said on numerous occasions that after winning the 2000 NCAA 
heavyweight championship, he knew he would never wrestle again. It was too hard with too little 
rewards and he’s accomplished his lifetime goal of winning nationals. There were many better 
heavyweight wrestlers than him in the U.S., such as Kerry McCoy, who he’d have been a strong 
underdog against to even make the national team, not that it wouldn’t have been possible for 
him to improve to that level. But he’s said that had the WWE not called, he’s have followed the 
path of Stephen Neal (who beat him in the 1999 NCAA tournament and now plays for the New 
England Patriots) and tried out for an NFL team. Lesnar was quoted in the story saying, “The 
idea of training for another four years and pretty much starving” wasn’t that appealing. 


September 29, 2003 


Among the stuff cut out of the Lesnar/Angle Iron Man match on TV was Lesnar throwing a 
second water bottle in Tazz’ face. Crowd popped big for it because they thought Tazz was going 
to get up and go after him. Then again, that may have distracted from what they were trying to 
portray. Another notable spot was angle doing a german suplex on Lesnar where Lesnar was 
supposed to do the flip over and land nearly on his head, but wound up landing more on his 
knee 


On the injury updates from last week, Lesnar has loose cartilage in his knee and isn’t missing 
any dates at this point. 


October 6, 2003 


On Smackdown, they kept referring to the Angle-Lesnar Iron Man match as the rubber each, 
each having one win (Mania and SummerSlam). It’s one thing that they ignore all the house 
shows and insult only their most loyal fans of all with this attitude (and then wonder why people 
think house shows are throw away and when attendance is down, they blame it on ridiculous 
things like football, NASCAR or the economy, which somehow hasn't affected baseball, 
basketball, football and hockey, which are higher priced events more than a tiny percentage). 
But they also ignored their pre-Mania swerve Smackdown match which Angle won 


October 20, 2003 

Lesnar’s knee locked up again on him but he doesn’t look to be missing any time. 
October 27, 2003 

There are plans for at least a house show program with Lesnar vs. Benoit 
November 10, 2003 

The Sable/Lesnar pairing made the gossip column in the Las Vegas Review-Journal 
December 15, 2003 


Lesnar will be getting arthroscopic knee surgery on 12/18 to remove the floating cartilage that 
had caused his knee to lock, dating back to a couple of days before the Iron Man match with 
Angle. Lesnar also suffered bone chips in his elbow from a bump during the Benoit match on 
12/6 in Perth and may be getting those cleaned out at the same time. He’s expected back in just 
a few weeks. He had been waiting for the only real break in the schedule to get it worked on. 
Because the surgery is during a break, he may miss only one or two weekends of house shows 


Lesnar is sponsoring a wrestling tournament on 12/21 in Rochester, MN called the Brock 
Lesnar/Gopher Kids Classic (for ages 9-15) where he’ll make an appearance and present the 
awards 


December 29, 2003 
Lesnar had both his surgeries, arthroscopic surgery on his knee and elbow, done on 12/18 in 


Minneapolis. Everything was said to have gone well and he’s only scheduled to miss maybe a 
weekend or two of action 


Sports Illustrated mentioned Lesnar in a rundown of sports in South Dakota, noting him growing 
up in the small town of Webster and being one of the state’s most famous athletes. While 
Lesnar would be the most famous wrestler to come from the state, he’s definitely not the best, 
since the state produced The Scherr Brothers (Bill, a major late 80s rival of Dan Severn, beat 
Severn for a spot on the 1988 Olympic team and went on to win a bronze medal; and twin 
brother Jim) and Lincoln Mcllravy (2000 bronze medalist). The only other pro wrestlers I’ve seen 
mentioned in the magazine’s weekly state-by-state rundown were Rock (as an actor/pro 
wrestler) and Russ Francis (as an NFL star, although he was also a pro wrestler for years) in 
the listing for Hawaii 


